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The 1971 Anmendnents to the Internmational Convention for the Prevention of
Pollution of the Seca by 0il 1954 introduced cexrtain requirements relating.tq
linitation of size and arrangements of cargo tanks, These amendments, when
they cone into force, apply to tankers the building contracts for which are
placed after 1 January 1972 or in the absence of building contracts the keels
of which are placud after 30 June 1972,

The seventh Assembly of IMCO which adopted these amendnents (Resolution
A,246(VI1)) invited all governnents concerned to put into effect these anendments
as soon as possible without awaiting the entry into force of the amendnents,
Several Governments, including the Governuent of Japan, have alrcady taken such
action and the great majority of tanker owneis have anticipated the early coning

" into force of these 1971 amendments and acted accordingly,

Committee II has now agreed to incorporate the technical requircnents of
the 1971 amendnents, virtually without élteration, in Chaptor III of Annex I of
the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973,
however the Conndttee also decided, by a slight najority, to change the dates
quoted abuve to 1 January 1974 and 30 June 1974,

It does seen nost inequitable that tankor owners whose govermnents acted
according to IMOO Hesclution, and responsible tanker owners of othexr countries
which have already entered into cormercial contracts in good faith on the basi~
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of the dates specified in the Resolution, shall in effect be ponalised by
the decision to advance the dates fron which these requirenents should apply.

A draft resolution intended to sclve *his problem by wwging all governnents
to accept the 1971 anendnents toithe 1954 Convention as soon as possible does
not seen likely to work effectively as we have already seen in the case of

previous IMCO Resolutions,

If the draft resolution were to be effective, the 1971 amendments nust
cone into forece before the 1973 Convention, However, there is little possibility
of the 1971 anendments coming into force earlier than the 1973 Convention, since
only six countries have so far accepted these amendnonts and acceptance by
another twenty-six countries is needed fo neet the requirenent for its coning
into force as laid down in the 1954 Convention (MP/CONF/INF,10) whercas
acceptance by only fifteen countries suffices for the coning into force of the
1973 Convention,

Another Ldifficulty is that, since the 1971 amendnents gront two years!
grace to tankers which are contracted after 1 January 1972 but before the date ... /.
on which the anendments cone into force, tankers which are contracted during
1972 and 1973 would be totally exenpted fron tank size linitation if the 1973
Convention cores into force before or within two years after the 1971 anendnents
come into fox .e,

Fcro these reasons, this delegation beliceves that any change in these dates
will cause unnecessary and undue confusion in shipping cireles and, furthernore,
will undernine confidence in the offcetivencss of IMCO as o regulatory agency,

Therefore, the delegation of Japan hercby subnits a proposal to keep
these dates as estoblished in $he 1971 anendnients to the 1954 Convention and
originally proposed in the draft text prepared by IMCO,



